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Section 1 Cap. 68

To make provision with respect to units and standards of measurement
and weighing or measuring equipment used for trade, to
regulate trade transactions regarding goods supplied by weight
or measure including pre-packed goods, and to provide for the
administration of this Ordinance, offences and the forfeiture of
weighing or measuring equipment and goods in the case of certain
contraventions; and for connected purposes.

[1 January 1989] L.N. 351 of 1988
PART 1
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title

This Ordinance may be cited as the Weights and Measures
Ordinance.

2. Interpretation
(Adaptation amendments retroactively made - see 65 of 2000 s. 3)
In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires—

“authorized officer” (GRFZAY A1) means any public officer
authorized by the Commissioner of Customs and Excise
under section 4;

“authorized unit” (JATJELf7) means a unit of measurement
specified in the Second Schedule;

“Commissioner” (4=4:) means any of the following— (Admended
65 0f 2000 s. 3)
(a) the Commissioner of Customs and Excise;

(b) any Deputy Commissioner of Customs and Excise;
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Section 2 Cap. 68

(c) any Assistant Commissioner of Customs and Excise;

“container” (%5#3) means any form of packaging of goods for
supply as a single item, and includes a wrapper or confining
band;

“inspection” (f44r) , in relation to weighing or measuring
equipment, includes the examination, testing, comparison
and adjustment of it under this Ordinance by an authorized
officer;

“occupier” (5 A) , in relation to any stall, vehicle or vessel or
in relation to the use of any building or place for any purpose,
means the person for the time being in charge of the stall,
vehicle or vessel or, as the case may be, the person for the
time being using that building or place for that purpose;

“premises” (ZAFT) means any building, place, stall, vehicle or
vessel;

“pre-packed” (44705 f1%E) means made up for supply by way of
retail trade in a container, and “pre-pack” shall be construed
accordingly;

“quantity” (47&) includes mass or weight, length, width, height,
area, volume, capacity and number;

“reference standards” (Z:H&f7#£) means the reference standards of
weights and measures maintained under section §;

“to supply” (ff:5) includes—
(a) to sell, or to agree to sell;

(b) to offer, advertise, have in possession, expose, transmit,
convey, deliver, make, prepare or pre-pack for sale;

(c) to hire or to exchange, or dispose of for any
consideration whatsoever; or

(d) to transmit, convey or deliver in pursuance of a sale,
hiring, any exchange, or disposal for any consideration
whatsoever;
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Section 3 Cap. 68

“unit of measurement” (1 & F.{7) means a unit of measurement of
length, height, width, area, volume, capacity, mass or weight;

“use for trade” (fEpH %) , in relation to any weighing or
measuring equipment, has the meaning assigned to it by
section 10;

“vehicle” (Z=5) means any conveyance used on land whether self-
propelled or not;

“weighing or measuring equipment” (& E#72sH) means any
equipment for measuring in terms of quantity, whether or
not the equipment is constructed to give an indication of
the measurement made or other information determined by
reference to that measurement.

Application

(1) This Ordinance shall apply without prejudice to the
Metrication Ordinance (Cap. 214) and to any orders made
under that Ordinance.

(2) Unless the Commissioner of Customs and Excise by order in
the Gazette so provides, this Ordinance shall not apply to the
supply or measurement of—

(a) water, other than in a container; or

(b) the quantity of any goods, other than by mass or weight,
length, width, height, area, volume, capacity or number.

Appointment of authorized officers

The Commissioner of Customs and Excise may authorize any
public officer to exercise or perform any function conferred or
imposed on the Commissioner or an authorized officer under any
provision of this Ordinance except sections 3, 7, 8 and 38.

Power of Chief Executive to give directions
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Cap. 68

(Adaptation amendments retroactively made - see 65 of 2000 s. 3)

(1

2)

The Chief Executive may give such directions as he thinks
fit, either generally or in any particular case, with respect
to the exercise or performance by the Commissioner or any
authorized officer of any function under this Ordinance.

The Commissioner and every authorized officer shall, in the
exercise or performance of any function under this Ordinance,
comply with any directions given by the Chief Executive
under subsection (1).

(Amended 65 of 2000 s. 3)
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Section 6 Cap. 68

PART II

UNITS AND STANDARDS OF MEASUREMENT

6. Units of measurement

(1) The metre shall be the unit of measurement of length and
the kilogram shall be the unit of measurement of mass or
weight by reference to which any measurement involving a
measurement of length, or mass or weight, as the case may
be, shall be made in Hong Kong.

(2) The First Schedule shall have effect for defining, for the
purposes of measurements to be made in Hong Kong, the
units of measurement specified in that Schedule; and for the
purposes of any measurement of weight to be so made, the
weight of any thing may be expressed, by reference to the
units of measurement set out in Part V of that Schedule, in
the same terms as its mass.

(3) The units of measurement and the permitted symbols or
abbreviations of the units of measurement specified in the
Second Schedule shall be lawful for use for trade in Hong
Kong.

(4) The weights and measures specified in the Third Schedule
shall be lawful for use for trade in Hong Kong.

7. Declaration of equivalent units of measurements

The Commissioner of Customs and Excise may, for the purposes
of this Ordinance, determine and declare by order in the Gazette
the equivalent of any unit of measurement expressed in any other
unit of the same quantity, and any equivalent so declared shall
be deemed to be the equivalent of the unit of measurement in
question.
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(1) The Commissioner of Customs and Excise may procure
and cause to be maintained reference standards of weights
and measures, which shall be the reference standards for
the purposes of this Ordinance, from which the accuracy of
all other standards of measurement used in Hong Kong is
derived; and the value of each reference standard, while it
remains in use, shall be determined at such intervals as the
Commissioner of Customs and Excise considers appropriate.

(2) The reference standards shall consist of such of the weights
and measures specified in the Third Schedule as the
Commissioner of Customs and Excise considers proper and
sufficient, and a reference standard of any linear, volume or
capacity measure may—

(a) be provided either as a separate standard or by means of
divisions marked on a standard of larger measure; and

(b) either be marked in whole or in part with subdivisions
representing any smaller unit of measurement or
multiples, submultiples or fractions of such a unit or
have no such markings.

(3) The reference standards shall be in the custody of the
Commissioner for Innovation and Technology or the

Government Chemist who shall lodge them at a Government
laboratory. (Amended L.N. 356 of 1991; L.N. 218 of 2000)

Damaging or destroying reference standards

Any person who falsifies, or wilfully or maliciously damages or
destroys, any reference standard commits an offence.
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PART III 3-2
Section 10 Cap. 68

PART III

WEIGHING OR MEASURING EQUIPMENT USED
FOR TRADE

10. Meaning of “use for trade”

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the expression “use for trade”
(TEPE A %R), in relation to any weighing or measuring equipment,
means its use in connection with a transaction for—

(a) determining the weight or measure of goods supplied by
weight or measure;

(b) computing the payment of any toll or duty on the basis
of weight or measure; or

(c) determining the weight or measure of any goods when a
charge is made for such determination.

11. Units of measurement lawful for use for trade
(1) No person shall—
(a) use for trade—
(1) any unit of measurement; or

(i) with intent to deceive, any symbol or abbreviation
of a unit of measurement,

which is not specified in the Second Schedule;

(b) wuse for trade, or have in his possession for use for trade,
any linear measure, square measure, cubic measure,
capacity measure or mass or weight measure which is
not specified in the Third Schedule.
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PART Il 3-4

Section 12

Cap. 68

12.

13.

(2) No person shall use for trade the metric carat unit of
measurement except for the purposes of transactions in
precious stones or pearls.

(3) No person shall use for trade the troy unit of measurement
except for the purposes of transactions in, or in articles
made from, gold, silver or other precious metals, including
transactions in gold or silver thread, lace or fringe.

(4) Subject to section 15, any person who contravenes any
provision of this section commits an offence.

Fraud in using for trade weighing or measuring equipment

If any fraud is committed in the using for trade of any weighing
or measuring equipment, the person committing the fraud and any
other person who is party thereto commits an offence.

Possession of unauthorized or false weighing or measuring
equipment for use for trade

(1) Subject to subsection (2) and section 15, any person who uses
for trade or has in his possession for use for trade—

(a) any weighing or measuring equipment which is
constructed or adapted to indicate any unit of
measurement other than an authorized unit;

(b) any weighing or measuring equipment which is false or
defective,

commits an offence.

(2) Without prejudice to liability to forfeiture under section 28,
it shall be a defence for any person charged with an offence
under subsection (1)(b) in respect of the use for trade of any
weighing or measuring equipment to show that—

(@) he used the equipment only in the course of his
employment by some other person; and
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(b) he did not know and could not reasonably have been
expected to know that the equipment was false or
defective.

14. Prohibition against manufacture or supply for use for trade of
weighing or measuring equipment

Subject to section 15, any person who manufactures or supplies for
use for trade any weighing or measuring equipment which—
(a) 1is false or defective; or

(b) does not comply with the Second Schedule or the Third
Schedule,

commits an offence.

15. Non-application of certain provisions

Sections 11, 13(1)(a) and 14(b) shall not apply to any goods
or weighing or measuring equipment intended for export or re-
export to any place outside Hong Kong where a system of units of
measurement other than that prescribed by this Ordinance is used.
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

4-2
Cap. 68

PART IV

REGULATION OF TRADE TRANSACTIONS

16. Goods to be supplied by net weight or measure

(1)

2)

)

Except where otherwise provided under this Ordinance,
no person shall in the course of trade supply any goods by
weight or measure otherwise than by net weight or measure.

No person shall in the course of trade supply any pre-packed
goods by weight or measure unless the net weight or measure
of the goods in an authorized unit is legibly marked upon
the outside of the container, or upon a label firmly attached
thereto; but this subsection shall not apply to goods—

(a) which are supplied by any sack, bag or other type of
container in respect of which a weight in an authorized
unit is prescribed; or

(b) which are exempt from this subsection by regulations
made under this Ordinance.

Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) commits
an offence.

17. Weighing or measuring of goods sold

(1

Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a person who in the course
of trade weighs or measures goods for sale shall, if he weighs
or measures the goods in the presence of the purchaser, give
the purchaser a clear and unrestricted view of—

(a) all the operations connected with the weighing or
measuring of the goods;

(b) the weighing or measuring equipment used for
ascertaining the weight or measure of the goods; and
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18.

19.

20.

2)

)

4)

(c) the weight or measure indicated by the weighing or
measuring equipment used for ascertaining the weight or
measure of the goods.

A person who in the course of trade sells by weight or
measure goods which are pre-packed by him shall, if the
purchaser is present and so requests, weigh or measure the
goods in accordance with subsection (1).

Where a person in the course of trade sells goods, other than
pre-packed goods, by weight or measure and the goods are
not weighed or measured in the presence of the purchaser,
the seller shall deliver with the goods or send forthwith to the
purchaser a delivery note or invoice showing the net weight
or measure of the goods.

Any person who contravenes any provision of this section
commits an offence.

False statements as to quantity of goods supplied

(1

2)

No person who supplies goods in the course of trade shall
make any statement, whether orally or in writing or otherwise,
which he knows to be false or misleading as to a material
particular regarding the quantity of the goods supplied.

Any person who contravenes this section commits an offence.

Short weight or measure, etc.

(1)

2)

No person shall in the course of trade supply, or cause to be
supplied, to another person any goods by weight, measure or
number short of the quantity purporting to be supplied or less
than that which corresponds to the price charged for those
goods.

Any person who contravenes this section commits an offence.

Reliance on warranty as defence to charge under section 19
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(1)

2)

Subject to this section, in any proceedings for an offence
under section 19 relating to pre-packed goods, it shall be a
defence for the person charged to prove—

(a) that he purchased the goods from some other person—

(i) as being of the quantity which the person charged
purported to supply, or which was stated in
any invoice or similar document relating to the
purchase of the pre-packed goods; or

(il)) as conforming with a statement marked on the
container of the pre-packed goods,

as the case may require;

(b) that he so purchased the goods with a warranty from
that other person that they were of that quantity or, as
the case may be, did so conform;

(c) that at the time of the commission of the offence he
had no reason to believe the statement contained in the
warranty to be inaccurate, that he did in fact believe in
its accuracy and, if the warranty was given by a person
who at the time he gave it was resident outside Hong
Kong, that the person charged had taken reasonable
steps to check the accuracy of that statement; and

(d) that he took all reasonable steps to ensure that, while
in his possession, the quantity of the goods remained
unchanged.

A warranty shall be a defence in any proceedings referred to
in subsection (1) if, but only if, not later than 3 days before
the date of hearing of the proceedings, the person charged
sends to the person who instituted the proceedings a copy of
the warranty with a notice stating that he intends to rely on it
and specifying the name and address of the person by whom
the warranty was given, and also sends a like notice to that
person.
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21.

22,

(3) Where a person charged with an offence referred to in
subsection (1) is a servant of a person who, if he had been
charged, would have been entitled to rely on a warranty as
a defence under this section, subsection (1) shall have effect
as if any reference (however expressed) in paragraphs (a)
to (d) thereof to the person charged were a reference to his
employer.

(4) Where in any proceedings referred to in subsection (1) the
person charged is acquitted because of a warranty given to
him or to his employer, any proceedings under section 21 in
respect of the warranty may be taken against the person who
has given the warranty.

(5) The person by whom a warranty is alleged to have been given
shall be entitled to appear at the hearing of any proceedings
referred to in subsection (1) and to give evidence, and the
magistrate may, if he thinks fit, adjourn the hearing to enable
him to do so.

(6) For the purposes of this section and section 21, “warranty”
(f#iF5) means an undertaking in writing, in whatever form,
that a statement with respect to the quantity of pre-packed
goods which is contained in any invoice or similar document
relating to the goods, or marked on the container of such
goods, is accurate.

False warranty as to quantity of goods sold

Any person who in the course of trade sells goods in respect of
which a warranty may be relied on under section 20 and gives
to the purchaser a false warranty commits an offence unless he
proves that when he gave the warranty he took all reasonable steps
to ensure that the statements contained therein were, and would
continue at all relevant times to be, accurate.

Reliance on climatic influences as defence to charge under
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23.

In any proceedings for an offence under section 19 relating to pre-
packed goods, it shall be a defence for the person charged to prove
that—

(a) the quantity of such goods is subject to variation by
reason of climatic influences; and

(b) the net quantity of the goods when packed was marked
on the container and the marking appeared on the
container at the time of supply.

Unauthorized advertisements

(1) Any person who, for the purpose of supplying any goods
in the course of trade in Hong Kong, publishes in any
advertisement any unit of measurement that is not an
authorized unit commits an offence.

(2) It shall be a defence to a charge under subsection (1) if the
person charged proves that—

(@) he is a person whose business it is to publish
advertisements;

(b) he received the advertisement for publication in the
ordinary course of business; and

(¢) he did not know and had no reason to suspect that the
publication of the advertisement would constitute an
offence under subsection (1).
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PART V
ADMINISTRATION

24, Powers of entry, search, arrest, etc.

(1) Where a warrant is issued under section 25, an authorized
officer, if he has reasonable cause to believe that there is in or
on any premises—

(a) any weighing or measuring equipment, or unit of
measurement, in respect of which an offence under
section 11, 12, 13(1) or 14;

(b) any goods supplied or intended to be supplied in the
course of trade in respect of which an offence under
section 16, 17 or 19; or

(c) any advertisement in respect of which an offence under
section 23(1),

is being or has been committed, may—

(i) in the case of premises other than a vehicle or vessel,
enter and search any such premises;

(i1) in the case of a vehicle or vessel, stop, board, detain,
enter and search any such vehicle or vessel.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), an authorized officer

may—

(a) inspect, or cause to be inspected, any weighing or
measuring equipment;

(b) examine the quantity of any goods and, where necessary,
break open any container to establish the quantity of the
contents;

(c) seize, remove and detain—
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25.

G)

(4)

)

(i) any weighing or measuring equipment or goods
with respect to which the authorized officer may
have reasonable cause to believe that an offence
referred to in subsection (1) is being or has been
committed; or

(i) any other thing which may appear to the authorized
officer likely to be, or to contain, evidence of any
such offence;

(d) require any person in possession or control of any
weighing or measuring equipment or goods to furnish
information relating to such equipment or goods as
may be reasonably required for the purposes of this
Ordinance.

Where an authorized officer enters and searches any premises
under subsection (1), he may arrest or detain for further
enquiries any person found therein whom he reasonably
suspects is committing or of having committed any offence
referred to in that subsection.

An authorized officer who arrests any person under subsection
(3) shall forthwith take the person to a police station or, if
in the opinion of that authorized officer further enquiries
are necessary, first to an office of the Customs and Excise
Department and then to a police station, there to be dealt
with in accordance with the provisions of the Police Force
Ordinance (Cap. 232); but in no case shall any person be
detained for more than 48 hours without being charged and
brought before a magistrate.

If any person forcibly resists or attempts to evade arrest under
subsection (3), the authorized officer may use such force as is
reasonably necessary to effect the arrest.

Restrictions upon exercise of powers of entry and search
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PART V
Section 26
(1)
(2)
(3)
4)
(5)
26.

Subject to section 26, no premises shall be entered and
searched by an authorized officer unless—

(a) a magistrate has issued a warrant under subsection (2);
and

(b) it is necessary to do so for the purpose of investigating,
or in order to prevent the commission of, an offence
referred to in section 24(1).

Subject to subsection (1)(b), a magistrate may, if he is
satisfied by information on oath that there is reasonable cause
to believe that there is in any premises any thing which may
be seized under section 24, issue a warrant authorizing an
authorized officer to enter and search the premises.

An authorized officer authorized under subsection (2) to enter
and search any premises may call upon any other person to
assist him in entering and searching the premises.

No vessel which has a tonnage exceeding 250 gross registered
tons shall be detained under section 24(1) for more than 12
hours without the consent of the Commissioner, who may,
by order in writing under his hand, detain such a vessel for
further periods of not more than 12 hours each.

Any order made by the Commissioner under subsection (4)
shall state the times from which and for which the order shall
be effective and shall be served by an authorized officer on
the owner or master of the vessel.

Power to inspect weighing or measuring equipment, etc.

()

2)

An authorized officer may inspect, or cause to be inspected,
any weighing or measuring equipment used or appearing to
him to be used or intended for use in the selling by retail of
any goods in the course of trade.

An authorized officer may—
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27.

(a) enter any premises other than domestic premises at any
reasonable time for the purposes of inspection under
subsection (1); and

(b) require the person in possession or control of any
weighing or measuring equipment that is inspected to
give his name and address.

(3) Where an authorized officer has reasonable cause to believe
that an offence under this Ordinance has been committed and
that any weighing or measuring equipment inspected under
subsection (1) may be required as evidence in proceedings for
the offence, he may seize and detain it.

Powers of sale or disposal of perishable goods seized

(1) Subject to subsection (4), the Commissioner may sell or
otherwise dispose of, in such manner as he sees fit, any goods
of a perishable nature seized under section 24.

(2) Where any goods are sold under subsection (1), the
Commissioner may deduct from the proceeds of sale any
reasonable expenses or disbursements incurred in respect of
the seizure, detention and sale.

(3) The proceeds of sale less any expenses or disbursements
deducted under subsection (2)—

(a) may, if the owner of the goods sold is known or
becomes known before the expiration of 6 months from
the date of sale, be paid to the owner or his authorized
agent;

(b) shall, in any case where paragraph (a) does not apply,
be paid into the general revenue after the expiration of 6
months from the date of sale.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), if goods to which this section
applies are of no appreciable value or of value so small in
the opinion of the Commissioner as to render impractical the
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sale thereof, the Commissioner may cause the goods to be
destroyed or otherwise disposed of in such manner as he sees
fit.

(5) The powers conferred on the Commissioner under this section
may be exercised whether or not any person has been charged
or convicted of any offence under this Ordinance.
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PART VI
FORFEITURE

28. Forfeiture and disposal of certain equipment and goods

(1)

2)

3)

4)

All weighing or measuring equipment or goods seized under
this Ordinance shall be liable to forfeiture, whether or not
any person has been convicted of an offence in respect of the
equipment or goods.

Where weighing or measuring equipment or goods are
detained under this Ordinance, the Commissioner may at
any time release such equipment or goods to the person who
appears to him to be the owner thereof or his authorized
agent subject to any such condition as the Commissioner may
specify in writing.

Where any weighing or measuring equipment or goods
detained under this Ordinance have not been released under
subsection (2), the Commissioner may, whether in the same
proceedings where an offence is prosecuted or in other
proceedings under this Ordinance relating to that equipment
or goods, apply to a magistrate for the forfeiture of the
equipment or goods.

If, on the hearing of an application under subsection (3),
the magistrate is satisfied that the weighing or measuring
equipment or goods are liable to forfeiture, the magistrate
may order that the equipment or goods—

(a) Dbe forfeited;
(b) Dbe destroyed; or

(c) be delivered to the owner thereof or his authorized agent
subject to any such condition as the magistrate may
specify in the order.
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Section 28 Cap. 68
(5) Where under subsection (3) an application is made to a

magistrate for the forfeiture of weighing or measuring
equipment or goods otherwise than in proceedings where
an offence is prosecuted, the Commissioner shall forthwith
notify in writing the owner of the equipment or goods or
his authorized agent, unless the owner or his authorized
agent has indicated in writing to the Commissioner that such
notification is not required; but if there is more than one
owner of the equipment or goods, it shall be sufficient for
the purposes of this subsection to give notice to one such
owner or his authorized agent, unless one such owner or his
authorized agent has indicated that such notification is not
required.
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29.

30.

PART VII

MISCELLANEOUS

Objections to decisions of Commissioner

(1)

2)
)

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner
or an authorized officer which is taken in the exercise or
performance of any function under this Ordinance may, within
28 days from the date when the decision became known to
him, appeal to the Administrative Appeals Board. (Replaced 6
of 1994 5. 40)

(Repealed 6 of 1994 5. 40)

This section shall not apply in relation to the exercise or
performance of any function by the Commissioner or an
authorized officer under this Ordinance in compliance with an
order or other decision of a court or magistrate.

Obstruction, etc.

(1)

Any person who—

(a) obstructs the Commissioner or an authorized officer in
the exercise or performance of any function under this
Ordinance;

(b) without reasonable excuse fails to comply with any
requirement, direction or demand given or made by the
Commissioner or an authorized officer in the exercise or
performance of any such function; or

(c) without reasonable excuse fails to supply information
which an authorized officer may reasonably require of
him under section 24(2)(d),
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2)

commits an offence and is liable to a fine of $20,000 and to
imprisonment for 6 months.

Any person who—
(a) knowingly makes a false report, or
(b) furnishes any false or misleading information,

to the Commissioner or an authorized officer performing any
function under this Ordinance commits an offence and is
liable to a fine of $20,000 and to imprisonment for 6 months.

31. Restriction on disclosure of source of complaint, etc.

(1)

2)

3)

Subject to subsection (3), the Commissioner or an authorized
officer shall not disclose to any person, other than another
public officer in the course of official duty, the name or
identity of any person who has made a complaint—

(a) alleging a contravention of this Ordinance; or

(b) as a result of which a contravention of this Ordinance
has come to his notice or to the notice of any other
authorized officer,

without the consent of the person who made the complaint.

Subject to subsection (3), where, arising out of, or in
connection with, the enforcement of this Ordinance, any
manufacturing or commercial secret, or any working
process, comes to the knowledge of the Commissioner or an
authorized officer, the Commissioner or authorized officer
shall not at any time, even when he is no longer a public
officer or an authorized officer, disclose such secret or process
to any person.

Where in any proceedings a magistrate considers that justice
so requires, the magistrate may order the disclosure of—

(a) the name or identity of any person who has made any
complaint referred to in subsection (1); or
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(b) any secret or process referred to in subsection (2).
(4) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) commits
an offence.
32. Penalties
(1) Any person who commits an offence under section 12 is
liable to a fine of $20,000 and to imprisonment for 6 months.
(2) Any person who commits an offence under section 9, 13(1),
18 or 21 is liable to a fine of $20,000.
(3) Any person who commits an offence under section 19 or 31
is liable to a fine of $10,000.
(4) Any person who commits an offence under section 11, 14, 16,
17 or 23(1) is liable to a fine of $5,000.
33. Offences by agents or servants

(1)

2)

Subject to subsection (2), in any case where goods are
supplied in the course of trade, or any weight, measure,
or weighing or measuring equipment is used for trade, in
contravention of this Ordinance by any person as manager,
agent or servant—

(a) such person; and
(b) his principal or employer,

commits the same offence and is liable to the penalty for that
offence under this Ordinance.

Without prejudice to liability to forfeiture under section 28, it
shall be a defence for any principal or employer charged with
an offence under subsection (1) to show that—

(a) the contravention was committed by his manager, agent
or servant without the consent or connivance of the
principal or employer; and
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Section 34

Cap. 68

34.

35.

(b) all reasonable steps were taken by the principal or
employer to prevent the contravention.

Name in which proceedings may be brought

Without prejudice to any other Ordinance relating to the
prosecution of criminal offences or to the powers of the Secretary
for Justice in relation to the prosecution of criminal offences,
prosecutions for an offence under this Ordinance may be brought
in the name of the Commissioner of Customs and Excise.

(Amended L.N. 362 of 1997)

Evidence by certificate

(1) In any proceedings for an offence under this Ordinance, a
certificate purporting to be signed—

(a) by an authorized officer or a public officer working in
a Government laboratory and certifying that the goods
specified in the certificate were weighed, measured
or counted by him on a particular date and were of a
particular weight, measure or count;

(b) by an authorized officer and certifying the degree of
accuracy of any weighing or measuring equipment used
for trade that was tested by him on a particular date;

(c) by a public officer in charge of a Government laboratory
and certifying the degree of accuracy of any weighing
or measuring equipment or any working and field
standard that was tested by him at the said laboratory on
a particular date,

shall be admitted in evidence before any magistrate on its
production without further proof.

(2) On the production of a certificate under subsection (1)—
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(a) the magistrate before whom it is produced shall, until
the contrary is proved, presume that the certificate was
signed by the public officer and at the time specified
therein; and
(b) the certificate shall be prima facie evidence of all the
matters contained therein.
36. Evidence of possession of equipment or goods, etc.

37.

(1

2)

3)

Where any weighing or measuring equipment is found in
the possession of any person carrying on trade or on any
premises which are used for trade, that person or, as the case
may be, the occupier of those premises shall be presumed for
the purposes of this Ordinance, unless the contrary is proved,
to have the equipment in his possession for use for trade.

Where any goods are found in the possession of any person
carrying on trade or on any premises which are used for
trade, that person or, as the case may be, the occupier of
those premises shall be presumed for the purposes of this
Ordinance, unless the contrary is proved, to have the goods in
his possession for supply in the course of trade.

Where in or on any premises goods of any description are
made up in advance ready for supply by way of retail trade
in a container of any kind, or are kept or stored for supply
after being so made up, any goods of that description found
in or on those premises made up in a container of the same
kind shall be presumed to be pre-packed unless the contrary
is proved; and it shall not be sufficient proof of the contrary
to show that the container has not been marked in accordance
with the requirements of section 16(2).

Regulations

(Adaptation amendments retroactively made - see 65 of 2000 s. 3)
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(1) The Chief Executive in Council may make regulations for the
better carrying out of the provisions of this Ordinance and
in particular, but without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing, such regulations may provide for— (Amended 65
of 2000 s. 3)

(a) the principles, design, specification, markings, materials
and methods of construction of weighing or measuring
equipment used for trade;

(b) the purpose for which any particular types or classes
of weighing or measuring equipment may be used for
trade;

(c) the amount of error which may be tolerated in weighing
or measuring equipment;

(d) the manner of siting, erecting or using weighing or
measuring equipment used for trade;

(e) the exemption of any class or classes of weighing or
measuring equipment from this Ordinance or any such
regulations;

(f) the exemption of any goods or class of goods from this
Ordinance or any such regulations;

(g) the supply in the course of trade of certain prescribed
goods otherwise than by net weight or measure or by
capacity;

(h) the marking on containers, with effect from a prescribed
date, in metric units of measurement (in addition to
other authorized units) of the quantity of prescribed
goods supplied in containers;

(1) the sale of prescribed goods in terms of weight, measure
or count;

() the method of marking weight or measure on pre-packed
goods;
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(k)

M

(m)

(n)
(0)

(p)

(@)
()

(s)

®

(u)

requiring that prescribed goods be supplied in the course
of trade in the quantities and in the manner prescribed;

requiring that prescribed pre-packed goods be supplied
in the course of trade in containers marked with
information, in the manner prescribed, regarding the
quantity of the goods and the name and address of the
packer;

the manner in which information regarding the quantity
of the goods, or information regarding the packer, is to
be marked on a container of pre-packed goods;

the amount of variation in the net weight of pre-packed
goods which may be tolerated;

the particulars to be specified in an invoice or delivery
note relating to goods supplied by quantity;

requiring that prescribed goods or prescribed class of
goods be supplied in the course of trade with the price
marked by reference to their price unit or units of
measurement;

requiring goods imported to comply with this Ordinance
and any such regulations;

permitting the supply in the course of trade of any
prescribed goods by average quantity;

the methods of statistical sampling and tolerances for
any class of goods whether or not supplied in the course
of trade by average quantity;

the sizes, dimensions, capacity, fill and other
specifications of containers in which any prescribed
goods shall be packed;

the inspection, examination, analysis and testing of
any goods or samples thereof and the manner in which
samples may be taken;
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(v) anything required or permitted to be prescribed under
this Ordinance.

(2) Regulations made under subsection (1) may make different

provisions for—
(a) different classes or descriptions of goods;
(b) different quantities, grades or qualities of goods;
(c) different kinds of transactions.

(3) Regulations made under subsection (1) shall not come
into operation before the expiration of 3 months after the
publication of the regulations in the Gazette.

(4) Any regulation made under subsection (1) may provide
that a contravention thereof shall be an offence, and may
provide a penalty for such offence not exceeding $5,000 and
imprisonment for 6 months.

(5) 1In subsection (1), “prescribed” (1] HH) means prescribed in the
regulations made thereunder.

38. LRBITHIRN 38. Power of Commissioner to amend Schedules
R A FERIR TSRS o BT AR FE - The Commissioner of Customs and Excise may by order published
(H7 1997 4E45 362 EL1EINEETT ¢y 2014 FE25 18 545 77 in the Gazette amend any Schedule.
By
mﬂ; 17l )
39. (EERTRCMIS L —2015 FEE 1 S45EEIT ) 39.  (Omitted as spent—E.R. 1 of 2015)
e f BT H A Last updated date
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SCHEDULE 1

[s. 6(2)]

DEFINITIONS OF UNITS OF MEASUREMENT

(@)
Metric Units

1 kilometre

1 metre

1 decimetre
1 centimetre

1 millimetre

(b)

Imperial Units

1 mile

1 furlong
1 chain

1 yard

1 foot

1 inch

(©)

PART I

Measurement of Length

= 1000 metres

= the length of the path travelled by light in vacuum during a
time interval of 1/299792458 of a second

= 0.1 metre
=0.01 metre

=0.001 metre

=1 760 yards

=220 yards

=22 yards

= 0.9144 metre exactly
=1/3 yard

= 1/36 yard
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(2 Tt Chinese Units
LAH =100 A 1 chek = 0.371475 metre
LAH =100 75K 1 tsun = 0.1 chek
1k — STk | RIE A TAER 1 fan — 0.1 tsun
15530k =0.01 P75k
1P 5 JE K =0.01 P53k
1Pk =0.01 SF-J5 [k PART II
(b)  BEfIERfL
1 Sy =640 N
Ll IR0 T Measurement of Area
1 p&15 =1210 ~EJ51%
10514 =HETELEK | IBHYIEJTTPAYEA ()
RVEN =1/9 S J7%5
1375 =1/144 SE )R Metric Units
1 hectare =100 ares
1 are = 100 square metres
26 TIT & 1 square metre = an area equal to that of a square each side of which
L measures one metre
LTRSS 1 square decimetre = 0.01 square metre
(a) FEHIEAr 1 square centimetre = 0.01 square decimetre
1 3753k =HETEDK | kAT HEAYAET 1 square millimetre = 0.01 square centimetre
13775950k =0.001 37773k
1AL =0.001 77755374 (b)
17+ =T 1 1555k E R Imperial Units
1537t =0.17% 1 square mile = 640 acres
VIS =0.017F 1 acre = 4840 square yards
=7t =0.001 7% 1 rood = 1210 square yards
(b)  FAIRAL 1 square yard = an area equal to that of a square each side of which
1 1275 = HETELE 1 WL ENER measures one yard
[IVALN =1/27 117715 1 square foot = 1/9 square yard
1 3775+ =1/1728 77 771K 1 square inch = 1/144 square foot
e f BT H A Last updated date

30.6.1997

30.6.1997



(EEHEZFD)

S1-5 F=2 1
568 &
IV
AR E
(a) IR
1 B =100 7}
17 = ST 1 L7555 KAEH
1 535+ =0.1
1 &5 =0.01 7+
1 275} =0.001 7}
(b)  FEHIAAL
e =4.54609 177553k
1 it =1/4 fint:
1 Ehf =1/2 Zfijt
1 fE =1/4 fhfjt
B S =1/20 S5t
BV EH
[ R E BT R
(a) FEHIRAL
1 /50 =1000 AT
L AT = HEFERI &R FIERR AT R 2315 &AL
1753 =0.001 2T
1 s fir =1/5 52
125 =0.001 7
(b)  FEHIAAL
1 nifj =2240 F
11 =112 1%
1 S%5F =28 1%
10F =14 1%
1 5 =0.45359237 /N T ( AERF{E )
1 %+ =1/16 k%
14722 =1/256 13
e fE BT HIH

30.6.1997

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 1—PART Il

S1-6
Cap. 68

PART III

Measurement of Volume

(a)
Metric Units

1 cubic metre

1 cubic decimetre
1 cubic centimetre
1 litre

1 decilitre

1 centilitre

1 millilitre

(b)
Imperial Units
1 cubic yard

1 cubic foot

1 cubic inch

= a volume equal to that of a cube each edge of which
measures one metre

=0.001 cubic metre

=0.001 cubic decimetre

= a volume equal to that of a cubic decimetre
= 0.1 litre

=0.01 litre

=0.001 litre

= a volume equal to that of a cube each edge of which
measures one yard

= 1/27 cubic yard
= 1/1728 cubic foot

PART IV

Measurement of Capacity

(@)
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=100 litres

= a volume equal to that of a cubic decimetre
= 0.1 litre

=0.01 litre

=0.001 litre

=4.54609 cubic decimetres
= 1/4 gallon

= 1/2 quart

= 1/4 pint

= 1/20 pint

PART V

Measurement of Mass or Weight

S1-7 i SCHEDULE 1—PART V
5683
1 444 =1/7000 Metric Units
1| efirtet: =12/175 135 1 hectolitre
() EH AL 1 litre
148 =100 1 decilitre
1T =0.60478982 A\ T 1 centilitre
17 =1/16 f7 1 millilitre
14 =1/160
143 =1/1600 /- (b)
1 &M =37.429 ¢ . .
e 10 T Imperial Units
| 055 ~1/10 4:ff5% L eallon
1 quart
(H7 1988 FF55 344 LN ELT ) 1 pint
1 gill
1 fluid ounce
(a)
Metric Units
1 tonne
1 kilogram
1 gram

IfE R H
30.6.1997

1 metric carat

1 milligram

= 1000 kilograms

= a unit of mass equal to the international prototype of the
kilogram kept by the International Bureau of Weights and
Measures

=0.001 kilogram
=1/5 gram
=0.001 gram
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Imperial Units

1 ton

1 hundredweight
1 quarter

1 stone

1 pound

1 ounce

1 dram

1 grain

1 ounce troy

Chinese Units

1 picul (tam)

1 catty (kan)

1 tael (leung)

1 mace (tsin)

1 candareen (fan)
1 tael troy

1 mace troy

1 candareen troy

= 2240 pounds
= 112 pounds
= 28 pounds

= 14 pounds

= 0.45359237 kilogram exactly

= 1/16 pound

= 1/256 pound
= 1/7000 pound
=12/175 pound

=100 catties

= 0.60478982 kilogram

= 1/16 catty

= 1/160 catty
= 1/1600 catty
=37.429 grams
= 1/10 tael troy

= 1/10 mace troy

(Amended L.N. 344 of 1988)
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SCHEDULE 2
[ss. 2, 6(3), 11(1) & 14]

UNITS OF MEASUREMENT AND PERMITTED
SYMBOLS OR ABBREVIATIONS OF UNITS OF
MEASUREMENT LAWFUL FOR USE FOR TRADE

PART 1

Measurement of Length

Metric Units Imperial Units

Chinese Units

kilometre km mile chek
metre m chain tsun
centimetre  cm yard yd fan
millimetre mm foot ft
inch in
PART 11

Measurement of Area

Metric Units Imperial Units

hectare ha square mile
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SCHEDULE 2—PART llI

S2-4
Cap. 68

acre
are a square yard
square metre m? square foot
square decimetre dm? square inch
square centimetre cm?
square millimetre mm?

PART III

Measurement of Volume

Metric Units
cubic metre m? cubic yard
cubic decimetre  dm? cubic foot
cubic centimetre cm? cubic inch

litre L

PART IV

Measurement of Capacity

Metric Units
cubic metre m? gallon

hectolitre hL quart

ft?

in?

Imperial Units

yd*
s

in?

Imperial Units

gal
qt

(FE &2 l)
S2-3 b 2 — 25 LI
%68 &
I}

NE a SEH RS yd®
SEOR m? SEHIR ft?
SEF R dm? S in?
S5 R cm’
SRR mm’

= I &

R =
+- 3 A il BRI

RYAVPN m’ L5 yd®
L5k dm? RLN ft
L5 K cm? RVl in®
I} L

BIVE

HRIIR
R in AIEEIA Hihl AL

RYAUSEN m’ e gal
HFt hL i qt
e FoRT HI

30.6.1997
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 2—PART V

S2-6

Cap. 68

S2-5 M2 — FEVH
%68 &
Tt L tmfid
=7t mL KH
NG
5V ES
TR EENITE
R =KivA Bl AL rf | i s
N t I Ei=l
N kg A cwt T
o g SR qr &)
sefil (+iffl)  CM 5 57
Z% mg 1% 1b ba)
-+ oz PN
= dr B
k4 gr X v
%@Tﬁi 0z tr
(7 1988 4555 344 SoAE L 2HETT)
e FoRT HI

30.6.1997

litre

millilitre

mL

PART V

pt

fluid ounce fl. oz

Measurement of Mass or Weight

Metric Units

tonne t
kilogram kg
gram g

carat (metricy CM

milligram mg

ton

Imperial Units

hundredweight

quarter

stone

pound

ounce

dram

gra

in

ounce, troy

cwt

qr

1b
oz
dr
gr

oz tr

Chinese Units
picul

catty

tael

mace
candareen
tael troy
mace troy

candareen troy

(Amended L.N. 344 of 1988)
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S3-1 i 3 — B 16
%5 68 H

fif= 3
[55 6(4) ~ 8(2) ~ 11(1) & 14
i1

A &AL HRNERY

= 1D

KR

(a)
pciniil
5 ORAVEAR] 5 %
5k 500 =k
33k 300 2>k
2 5k 200 22K
1.5k 100 2>k
IS 50 =k
(b)
Bl
100 BRAY (£ fa 5 4
100 IR N
66 K N
50 IR 4R
33IR 114
20 IR AN
e f BT H A
30.6.1997

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 3—PART | S3-2
Cap. 68

SCHEDULE 3
[ss. 6(4), 8(2), 11(1) & 14]

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES WHICH ARE LAWFUL

FOR USE FOR TRADE
PART 1

Linear Measures

(a) Metric System
Measures of—

any multiple of 5 metres

5 metres 500 millimetres
3 metres 300 millimetres
2 metres 200 millimetres
1.5 metres 100 millimetres
1 metre 50 millimetres

(b) Imperial System
Measures of—

any multiple of 100 feet

100 feet 6 feet
66 feet 5 feet
50 feet 4 feet
33 feet 1 yard

Last updated date
30.6.1997
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b 3 — 55 11

S3-3
5 68 &
UEN 1R
8 IR 6~

(©  EH

I R AT A 4

= 11 ER
FHita

(@  futdl

1S5 9 R AT (5 4
(b)

1P IR EEA TR B4 -

CERUIEEL
W E

@@ bl

0.1 T2 5 R SCHAL A H Y -

10 FHATAT {54

10 7
S E R B
30.6.1997

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 3—PART Il S3-4
Cap. 68
20 feet 2 feet
10 feet 1 foot
8 feet 6 inches
(c) Chinese System

(a)

(b)

(@)

1 chek or any multiple thereof

PART II

Square Measures

Metric System

Measures of, or any multiple of, 1 square decimetre.

Imperial System

Measures of, or any multiple of, 1 square foot.

PART III

Cubic Measures

Metric System

Measures of, or of any multiple of, 0.1 cubic metre. Measures of-
any multiple of 10 litres

10 litres

Last updated date
30.6.1997



(EEMrEpl) WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

S3-5 M 3 — S IV & SCHEDULE 3—PART IV S3-6
%68 & Cap. 68
59t 5 litres
2 7F 2 litres
17+ 1 litre
(b) eyl (b) Imperial System
1/4 377515 Ko 1 37 7 REG AT Aol 54 - Measures of, or of any multiple of, 1/4 cubic yard and 1 cubic foot.
51V PART IV
REITE Capacity Measures
(a) (a) Metric System
bl Measures of—
10 FAEA] 5% any multiple of 10 litres
10 FF 200 Z7t 10 litres 200 millilitres
57t 100 Z7t 5 litres 100 millilitres
2FF 50 27t 2 litres 50 millilitres
1 F 10 =7} 1 litre 20 millilitres
500 =7t 5 =7t 500 millilitres 10 millilitres
5 millilitres
(b)
T (b) Imperial System
5 G BT 2% Measures of—
Shie eSS any multiple of 5 gallons
4t 6 it )
5 gallons 8 fluid ounces
2 e 1 H 4 .
gallons 6 fluid ounces
1t 4Rt .
2 gallons 1 gill
12 it 12 R E
B A Last updated date

30.6.1997 30.6.1997



(EEMrEpl) WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

S3-7 fff2 3 — VIS SCHEDULE 3—PART V S3-8
%68 & Cap. 68
1 S 2 WL 1 gallon 4 fluid ounces
1l 1/4 A E. 1/2 gallon 1/2 gill
1/2 S 1 R%Z+ 1 quart 2 fluid ounces
1 pint 1/4 gill
1/2 pint 1 fluid ounce
% Vi PART V
TEEEEITE Mass or Weight Measures
(a) (a) Metric System
i Weights of—
20 AT HIEAT 4 any multiple of 20 kilograms
20 AT 258 20 kilograms 2 grams
10 AT 152 10 kilograms 1 gram
5T 500 Z5¢ S kilograms 500 milligrams
2R 200 258 2 kilograms 200 milligrams
AV 100 258 1 kilogram 100 milligrams
500 52 50 =5 500 grams 50 milligrams
200 5¢ 20 5 200 grams 20 milligrams
100 3¢ 10 252 100 grams 10 milligrams
50 52 SER 50 grams S milligrams
2052 225 20 grams 2 milligrams
10 57 125 10 grams 1 milligram
5% 5 grams
500 sThr (o) Lsghir (i) .
. . Weights of—
200 5EAL (~F32) 0.5 2L (3 500 carats (metric) 1 carat (metric)
100 FEfir (-t ) 0.2 sghir (ki) ) :
200 carats (metric) 0.5 carat (metric)
e f BT H A Last updated date

30.6.1997 30.6.1997
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S3-9 i3 — HE VI
568 &
50 shr (At ) 0.1 wedir (4
20 sEfL (T2 0.05 sedir (i)
10 5Ehr (k) 0.02 sedir (k)
5 SR (R 0.01 sedir (k)
2 GEir (F )
(b)
]
56 REIE ] f5 4
56 12§72
50 100 #&<
28 gz 50 f&<
20 30 f52
14 1% 20 f&4
10 % 10 %5
7 6 5%
51 5184
4 8% 4152
2% 3fES
1 B% 2184
8 % 1 1&%
4%+ 0.5 f4%
2%k 0.3 f4%
1 2 0.2 &%
81 0.1 %
4§72 0.05 f&%
297 0.03 184
1472 0.02 #%4
0.01 %%
500 s+ 0.4 e+
400 {2414 0.3 2+
5 5 B
30.6.1997

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 3—PART V

S3-10
Cap. 68

100 carats (metric)
50 carats (metric)
20 carats (metric)
10 carats (metric)

5 carats (metric)

2 carats (metric)

(b) Imperial System

Weights of-

0.2 carat (metric)
0.1 carat (metric)
0.05 carat (metric)
0.02 carat (metric)

0.01 carat (metric)

any multiple of 56 pounds

56 pounds
50 pounds
28 pounds
20 pounds
14 pounds
10 pounds
7 pounds
S pounds
4 pounds
2 pounds
1 pound
8 ounces
4 ounces
2 ounces
1 ounce
8 drams
4 drams
2 drams

I dram

Weights of—

1/2 dram
100 grains
50 grains
30 grains
20 grains
10 grains
6 grains
S5 grains
4 grains
3 gains
2 grains
1 grain
0.5 grain
0.3 grain
0.2 grain
0.1 grain
0.05 grain
0.03 grain
0.02 grain
0.01 grain

Last updated date
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

SCHEDULE 3—PART V

S3-12
Cap. 68

83-11 i3 — HE VI
568 &
300 e 0.2 M1
200 st 0.1 21
100 <44+ 0.05 {221
50 0.04 {271
40 i1 0.03 <2+
30 Mt 0.02 2+
20 it 0.01 221
10 et 0.005 <771
5 Lt 0.004 <77+
4 SHrEA 0.003 < {fir 27 =
3 0.002 {1
2 et 0.001 22+
1 et
0.5 et
(c)
SeESEH
10 JTHIEAT %47
148 40 P4
12 1 30
10 1 20 %
5T 10 7%
3T 8
257 57
1 4 7R
12 7 3
1/4 Fr 2 7
700 % 17
500 7 58
400 7 3
300 2
) S HTHEA

30.6.1997

500 ounces troy

400 ounces troy

300 ounces troy

200 ounces troy

100 ounces troy
50 ounces troy
40 ounces troy
30 ounces troy
20 ounces troy
10 ounces troy
5 ounces troy
4 ounces troy
3 ounces troy
2 ounces troy
1 ounce troy

0.5 ounce troy

(©) Chinese System

Weights of—

any multiple of 10 catties
1 picul
1/2 picul
10 catties
5 catties
3 catties
2 catties
1 catty
1/2 catty
1/4 catty
700 taels
500 taels

0.4 ounce troy
0.3 ounce troy
0.2 ounce troy
0.1 ounce troy
0.05 ounce troy
0.04 ounce troy
0.03 ounce troy
0.02 ounce troy
0.01 ounce troy
0.005 ounce troy
0.004 ounce troy
0.003 ounce troy
0.002 ounce troy
0.001 ounce troy

40 taels
30 taels
20 taels
10 taels
8 taels
5 taels
4 taels
3 taels
2 taels
1 tael

5 mace

Last updated date
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(EEMrEpl) WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE

S3-13 fff2 3 — VIS SCHEDULE 3—PART V S3-14
%68 & Cap. 68
200 74 1 %% 400 taels 3 mace
100 74 147 300 taels 2 mace
50 7 200 taels 1 mace
100 {7 P A {54 100 taels 1 candareen
100 7 2 M 50 taels
50 < ph 1 B Weights of—
40 1% 5 ek any multiples of 100 taels troy
30 &H#r 3 ek 100 taels troy 2 taels troy
20 417N 2 BT 50 taels troy 1 tael troy
10 177N 1 5% 40 taels troy 5 mace troy
8 BN 5 Elroy 30 taels troy 3 mace troy
5 S 3 sy 20 taels troy 2 mace troy
4 S 2 sy 10 taels troy 1 mace troy
3 &M 1 &5y 8 taels troy 5 candareen troy
(/59 1988 ﬁ% 344 %/z?f:??ﬁ\g:ﬂglf) S taels troy 3 candareen troy
4 taels troy 2 candareen troy
3 taels troy 1 candareen troy

(Amended L.N. 344 of 1988)

e f BT H A Last updated date
30.6.1997 30.6.1997
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